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Activity 2 Document-Based Activity
Debating the Constitution

DOCUMENT 2

Before You Read The following words in the docurment below may be
new 1o you: refard, coincident, heterogeneous, discordant. Y ou may want
to use a dictionary to look them up.

The territory of the United States is of vast extent; it now contains near
three millions of souls, and is capable of containing much more than ten
times that number. Is it practicable for a couniry, so large and so numerous
as they will soon become, to elect a representation, that will speak their
sentiments, without their becoming so numerous as to be incapable of
transacting public business? It certainly is not. '

In a republic, the manners, sentiments, and interests of the people should
be similar.-If this be not the case, there will be a constant clashing of
opinions; and the representatives of one part will be continually striving
against those of the other. This will retard the operations of government,
and prevent such conclusions as will promote the public good. If we apply
this remark to the condition of the United States, we shall be convinced
that it forbids that we should be one government. The United States
includes a variety of climates. The productions of the different parts of the
union are very variant, and their interests, of consequence, diverse. Their
manners and habits differ as much as their climates and productions; and
their sentiments are by no means coincident. The laws and customs of the
several states ave, in many respects, very diverse, and in some opposite;
each would be in favor of its own interests and customs, and, of
consequence, a legislature, formed of representatives from the respective
parts, would not only be too numerous to act with any care or decision, but
would be composed of such heterogeneous and discordant principles, as
would constantly be contending with each other.

—Brutus [pen name of Robert Yates, judge]
Essay 1, October 18, 1787
New-York Journal

1. How does Brutus describe the United States?

2. What two reasons does he give for criticizing the idea of a national legislature?




